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Bhdbanagara, the international journal of Bengal Studies, is a peer-
reviewed journal published twice a year by the Vabnagar Foundation.
The journal publishes original articles in the field of Bengal Studies, as
broadly defined. The views expressed are of the authors, not necessarily
those of the Foundation or its officials. The editor is the communication
channel and receives and finalizes the Articles. Books and audio
recordings for review and citations for current publications should also
be sent to the appropriate editor or bibliographer.

The vision of Bbabanagara is to create a long-term coordination
between research initiatives in the field of Bengal Studies in the
international arena. Scholars from many countries in Europe, America,
Australia, Africa and Asia have for decades worked on Bengal Studies
focusing on the rich and widely popular intangible cultural heritage of
Bangladesh, West Bengal of India and Bangla language. But now a need
is felt to incorporate these disconnected ventures into a mainstream
confluence of international Bengal Studies.

This publication will articulate the achievements, characteristics
and historical chronology of Bengal Studies, which will hopefully be
stimulating the researchers of the subsequent generations and provide
them with effective directions for future research. This process will
also re-invigorate interpersonal relations among the faculties in the
universities across Hurope, North and South America, and Asia
where Bangla, Sanskrit, Arabic, Persian, Urdu and Hindi languages
and literatures—both oral and written—are the research disciplines as a
subset of Asian languages and literature. The potential for greater inter-
connectedness greatly encourages us as we shape Bhabanagara into an
effective international tool of Bengal Studies.



Vabnagar Foundation

Vabnagar Foundation is a cultural organization, registered with the government
of Bangladesh, dedicating to promote research in Bangla literature, language
and culture both locally and globally. The Vabnagar Foundation was
accredited as a UNESCO-accredited NGO in 2024. The Foundation in
August 2015, September 2014 and December 2013 organized symposiums on
ethnomusicology and performance studies at EMK Center, American Embassy,
Dhaka, with wide participation of the scholars from Bangladesh, India, Japan
and the United States. Some of the key initiatives were: 1. Workshop on the
Implementation of the UNESCO Convention for the Safeguarding of the
Intangible Cultural Heritage and field work across villages in the district of
Manikganj on 19 July 2013; 2. Musical dance performance of “Bishad-Jaari”,
based on classic Bengali novel Bishad-Sindhu at the Hay Festival of Literature &
the Arts Ltd in Dhaka on 14 November 2013; 3. Arrange a special exhibition
with the associate organization VIAAN on the theme of ““ The dream’s Wear:
Influenced by folk painting and song” at La Galerie, Alliance Frangaise,
Dhaka, on May 2013; 4. Sadhu Paribarer Gaan (The Songs of Sadhu Family)
songs of devotees arranged with two Sadhu families using traditional musical
instruments without electronic sound systems. Sadhu family’s singers presented
original Baul songs in traditional manner in the event on 30 September 2011.

Vabnagar has been ceaselessly working for revival of the ancient Bengali
Buddhist Mystic Songs of Charyapada, in easy contemporary Bangla language
using traditional tunes supported by indigenous musical instruments that the
Baul-Sufi practitioners of marginalized economic backgrounds are performing,
In this project, there is equal participation of women Bauls-Sufi Sadhakas.
Vabnagar Foundation organizes cultural tourism often, as an example, in 2015,
Vabnagar organized Charyasongs at the ancient Buddhist heritage known as
Sompur Mahavihara (Paharpur Buddhist Vihara), for the teachers and students
of the Hiroshima University.

From 2014, Every week on Wednesday the young group of Bhabanagara,
called Sadhusongo organize a performance and discussion circle for practicing
and safeguarding of the intangible the cultural heritage (ICH) and revival of
the Charya Songs, the ancient testimony of Bangla language, literature and
culture. The young group of the sadhusongo every month travel rural areas and
arrange workshop on ICH. In 2024, the Vabnagar Foundation, in collaboration
with the Bangladesh Shilpakala Academy, organized the Charyapada Revival
Festival 2024 to mark the 500th session of Bhabanagara Sadhusongo—a weekly
gathering dedicated to the revival of Charyapada songs by the Bhabasadhaks.
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DharmaMangala and Human Rights

Rebecca J. Manring



Abstract

This essay explores how DharmaMangala, a seventeenth-century Bengali
epic by Raparam Cakravarti, intersects with contemporary human
rights discourse. Centered on the deity Dharma Thakur and his earthly
representative Lau Sen, the narrative reflects enduring concerns with
justice, dignity, and social inclusion. Though framed as a devotional
text, the poem gives voice to marginalized figures—women, lower-caste
individuals, and the poor—highlighting their agency and moral strength
within a deeply hierarchical society.

Rebecca J. Manring examines how characters like Lau Sen’s loyal
companion Kalu Dom, a pig-herder from a stigmatized caste, and brave
women such as Rafijabati and Laksya, challenge traditional power
structures through acts of courage, sacrifice, and compassion. The epic’s
setting in rural Bengal and use of vernacular language ground it in
the everyday lives of ordinary people, offering a counterpoint to elite
literary and religious narratives.

Engaging Martha Nussbaum’s “capabilities approach,” which defines
human rights in terms of enabling individuals to live fully and freely,
Manring argues that DharmaMangala anticipates a vision of human
dignity rooted in empathy, cooperation, and ethical responsibility. While
the poem does not overturn caste or class hierarchies, it presents a
complex moral universe in which communal well-being and mutual
respect take precedence over dominance.

Ultimately, this essay positions DharmaMarigala as both a literary
and ethical resource—an example of how traditional narratives can
inspire reflection on justice, shared humanity, and the moral obligations
of privilege. In doing so, it reaffirms literature’s role in shaping and
sustaining human rights consciousness.
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> A meter based on number of syllables rather than vowel length, in rhymed
couplets.

¥ David L. Curley, Poetry and History: Bengali Maingal-Kabya and Social Change in
Precolonial Bengal, 2008, P. 148

°  The word may be derived from Sanskrit garjang, ‘roaring.” A popular folk
etymology derives it from gam/grama ‘village’ + jana ‘people,’” to indicate
something performed by villagers. Nicholas (p. 21) says that Ruparama is
the first to use the term, and uses it to mean “the worship of Dharma
through asceticism and, ultimately, self-immolation.” In subsequent Dharma
Margalas, gajan is simply “worship of Dharma.”

8 Literally, “very deluded,” but also perhaps deliberately, very close to the

name of the Prophet.

Curley, p. 143.

F. Bhattacharya, p. 360.

F. Bhattacharya, p. 372.

F. Bhattacharya, p. 373.

F. Bhattacharya, p. 383.
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The Noble Character of Rabindranath Tagore

Dong Youchen



Abstract

This article explores the noble character of Rabindranath Tagore, one of
the most influential literary and cultural figures of South Asia and the
first Asian Nobel laureate in literature. While Tagore’s literary legacy
is widely recognized in China, his personal virtues and humanistic
spirit remain relatively less known to the Chinese people. The author
aims to highlight the moral greatness of Tagore’s character through a
detailed examination of his family background, personal relationships,
and social commitments.

Drawing from Tagore’s rich familial legacy of education, philanthropy,
and ethical integrity, the article illustrates how these values deeply
shaped his personality. Particular attention is paid to his unwavering
love and responsibility toward his wife and children, his compassionate
treatment of poor farmers during his time as a zamindar, and his
establishment of rural reform initiatives, including schools, hospitals,
roads, and agricultural cooperatives.

The article also discusses Tagore’s profound sense of justice and
moral courage. His fearless criticism of British imperialism, Japanese
militarism, and fascist ideologies featured his commitment to global
humanism. Tagore’s denunciation of the British opium trade in China,
his protest against the 1919 Jallianwala Bagh massacre by renouncing
his knighthood, and his outspoken opposition to Japanese and Italian
expansionism are cited as key examples of his moral clarity and
principled activism.
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Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay’s Novel Aranyak :
The Translation Experience into Russian and Methods

Eva Lekareva



Abstract

The article attempts to briefly characterize the main challenges
and methods of their resolution undertaken by the author while
translating the novel Aranyak (1939) by the renowned Bengali classic
Bibhutibhushan Bandyopadhyay (1894-1950) into Russian. Reflecting
the personal experiences of the writer and serving as a kind of “book
of life” of the forest and its inhabitants, the novel is entirely devoted
to the Forest—perhaps the most important and profound image in
the narrative, revealing itself in various aspects: as the primary locus
where the action unfolds, as an active multi-faceted character that is
often personified and appears before the reader in different guises,
and finally as a necessary Other, engaging in dialogue with whom
allows the main character, Satyacharan, to gain a deeper understanding
of himself. These aspects are extensively presented within the text
at semantic, lexical, and syntactic levels. One of the main challenges
in translation was selecting equivalent lexical units and organizing
them into a syntactic structure similar to that of the original in
order to preserve the richness of the forest imagery. Additionally, the
article briefly addresses several specific translation difficulties and the
strategies employed to resolve them.
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Character Creation Techniques in Humayun
Ahmed’s Short Stories:
Two examples of a young man in love

Lu Mengqi



Abstract

Humayun Ahmed is one of the most influential Bengali writers in modern
times. His works are not only famous for their magical realism, but also
widely loved for their outstanding character creation. The young man
in love is a representative character image in Humayun’s short stories.
Humayun is good at describing characters from language, psychology,
action and other aspects, and making a comprehensive description of the
characters, and deeply analyzing the characters’ humanity, personality,
psychology, fate, etc. He is good at use of the first-person perspective
to shape the image of young men in love, describing the tragic story
with plain tone. This contrast in form, content and emotion leaves a
deep impression on readers and produces a shocking “empathy” effect.
Based on the text analysis of Humayun'’s short stories, this paper selects
“young man in love” as representative classic characters in Humayun'’s
short stories, tries to summarize the characteristics of the characters,
and preliminarily explores his character creation techniques.
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Timothy Rice

ETHNOMUSICOLOGY

A Very Short Introduction
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Tanslation from English

Ethnomusicology: A Very Short Introduction
Chapter 9 : Ethnomusicologists at Work
Timothy Rice
Translated by Nurunnabi Shato



Abstract

Ethnomusicologists navigate unique challenges in establishing their
discipline within academic and institutional frameworks due to its focus
on global music perspectives and ethical considerations. The 9th Chapter
of Ethnomusicology : A Very Short Introduction written by Thimothy Rice
explores the diverse institutional landscapes where ethnomusicologists
work, from academia to public and private sectors. Despite historical
challenges, ethnomusicology finds a home primarily within music
departments and schools, where it challenges Eurocentric entrenched
value systems that predominantly values European classical music.
Beyond academia, ethnomusicologists contribute to K-12 education,
governmental institutions, archives, and cultural industries. They curate
festivals, manage sound archives, and contribute to policy-making,
exhibiting the breadth of their impact. Public service and applied
ethnomusicology play significant roles, addressing social issues through
music and fostering intergroup relations. The essay emphasizes the
evolving nature of ethnomusicology, its relevance in modern contexts,
and the enduring need for its interdisciplinary and global perspective in
understanding human musical expression.
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Abstract

Set against the backdrop of growing political unrest in the end
of 1960s Bangladesh (the then East Pakistan), the chapter 11 of
the Rooftop Soldier unfolds in a vibrant student-led protest at
Victoria Park, Dhaka. Amid chants and speeches calling for justice
and autonomy, a range of characters, including student leaders,
intellectuals, and ordinary citizens, grapple with the complex
socio-political situation. The narrator of the story emphasizes
the exploitation of Bengal by West Pakistan, highlighting issues
like economic inequality, political oppression, and the denial of
rights to the Bengali people. The course of story reflects the
protagonist’s, Anwar’s, internal conflict deepens. His struggle
to balance personal safety with a desire for meaningful change
mirrors the broader societal crisis. The description of the meeting
intensifies as slogans echo, and tensions rise between different
groups, who are opposing for leadership in the movement. At the
heart of the protest is Mokbul Hossein, a grieving father whose
son was killed by police gunfire during a recent demonstration.
His raw, emotional address becomes a pivotal moment, stirring
empathy from the crowd but also causing a brief disruption led by
the unconventional person Khijir, who attempts to restore order
with humor. The story interweaves personal struggles, political
tension, and collective anger, encapsulating the broader struggle
for freedom and identity in a unrestrained time.



hat university student who died today in the police shooting, Khijir

had never seen him. If he hadn’t ducked into the Medical College
so he could throw stones at the police, right at that time he would
have been between Dhaka Hall and PG'. The boy was shot right there.
Suppose, if instead of entering the Ali Medical Hospital he had stayed
in the procession. Then? The police lorry was beside PG, in front of the
Roshid building. The shooting started from right there. Just imagine,
Khijir is right next to him, they’re moving along shouting slogans, just
then the bullet grazed his arm and entered the chest of the boy next to
him. It could have been like this, that the bullet-riddled boy collapses
right onto him. All the people are running, he too is running, he’s not
having any problem at all running with the young man’s dead body in
his arms. So? As he is thinking about all this, the smell of fresh shit
strikes him and lets him know that he’s reached their slum. But is
anyone able to curb his enthusiasm? Alright, that’s it, the bullet could
have struck his body too! Do the police bullets distinguish between
educated/uneducated, rich/poor, student/laborer? No! A bullet in the
chest just won't do. Dying now without clearing out a at least a few of
them is not alright. Okay, think about it, if he gets a bullet in the left leg
there’s not all that much inconvenience. His two legs are like iron pillars
after driving a rickshaw for so long. Then again, now he drives a scooter;
since he’s given up driving the rickshaw he’s got chronic pain in those
pillars, when he gets rained on, his legs throb. If a single bullet struck,
the blood would run and that chronic pain would be cured for life.

After he lifted the flap and entered the house, the clamor of slogans,
gunfire and tear gas in the area of Chan Khan bridge and Nimtoli
reverberated in his head. He was washing his hand in his plate after
having gobbled up his rice while seated on the floor when Jummon’s Ma
calls out from up on the bed, “Ate ‘t all did’cha?”

1 An old and well known medical school and hospital in Dhaka.
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“You didn’t eat?”

“Did’cha ask? Did’cha ever in yur life ask? All’s ya’ care ‘bout is yur
belly. All ya’ do is cram it in! Oh Allah, I figure he’s hid two or three
jugs worth in t’at handful of bones right there!”

As Khijir sits down over on this side of the bed he says, “Yur
mohajon he done fit t'a whole Koltabazar water tank in that belly o’
his, he did. Ya’ brung back three or four jugs from the mohajon’s belly
yurself didn’cha?”

Khijir lies down on one edge of the bed as he’s speaking, he thinks to
himself as he scratches the armpit on his right side, if he’d been able to
repel that bullet with this limb right here, that university student wouldn’t
have died. But right now the trouble is Jummon’s Ma. At night who can
stop her squabbling?

“Useless! What a halfwit idiot! Ya took the vehicle out today, yeah?
Did’cha drive it? Yur bloody baap’ ‘Il be payin’ the bills, idn’t it?”

This time Khijir loses control of his temper, he says, “Why’s me baap
gonna pay ‘em? What, couldn’t ya stay the night thru playin’ danguli wit’
yur mohajon-baap? What'cha come here fur? It’s one in t’a mornin’ and
this bloody whore’s fittin’ to play that old broken record now, is she?”

This time Jummon’s Ma’s broken record plays at a terrific speed, “The
mohajon be who’s baap, that one t” whole neighborhood is knowin’! Did the
mohajon even see me mother once in his life, did he? My father at least is
just t'a one!”

Khijir is thinking to himself: taking off running like that from the
place of the procession wasn’t right. I mean, he wasn’t able to hit the
police with even one stone.

“Ya go out wit’ the vehicle, then ya leave the vehicle in the street
and go off flirtin’, idn’t it?”

This time Khijir is shocked, how’d the woman know that? He says,
“Who’s it said that to ya? Yur mohajon-baap, idn’t it? Lightnin’ is gonna
strike yur mohajon right on his head, it is. Ya hear me?”

“Quietly, quietly! Ya stay in the mohajon’s own room, yet ya go on
talkin’ rubbish ‘bout him. Ya got no shame, do ya?”

“Stayin’ fur noothin’, am 1? I don’t pay rent?”

But Jummon'’s Ma keeps bringing up the same subject, in the morning
he went out with the baby taxi, then in order to watch the people’s
craziness he left the vehicle in the middle of the street? What's the
meaning of all that? The mohajon may be a bad guy. That’s true. But for
how long will Alauddin Miah stand for Khijir's craziness about watching
all this monkey business?

2 word for father
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Khijir asks again, “I'm askin’, then who’s it spreadin’ these lies?”

Is there any shortage of people to do that?

This afternoon Alauddin Miah himself went to Rohmotulla’s house.
When he got there he said, “Uncle, a university istudent died, the police
were firin’ on him. Be a bit careful, alright! The publik is right fired up
‘bout Ayub Khan! Monem Khan has started thrashing himself like it’s
matam!”

“You all'll rip out Ayub Khan’s pubes ya will!” Rohmotulla is angry,
“Let ‘em drop a few more bodies and all that squealin’ an’ howlin’ll be
right hush as a forest.”

Alauddin, however, doesn’t get angry, he says in a normal tone of
voice, “I don’t think so. With this university student dyin’ Nurul Amin is
finished, isn’t he? Just you be a bit careful. They smashed the Amligola
Muslim League office.”

Rohmotulla barks at his daughter to bring some tea; the daughter
went to visit at the next door neighbor’s house. It’s Jummon’s Ma who
brings the tea. Setting down bakerkhani, panir and tea on the table she
was on her way out when Alauddin says, “What’s all this that Khijir is
doin’? He goes out with the baby taxi then leaves it with some guy in
the street. What if that bastard ‘ad nicked it an’ run off!”

Slightly angry and slightly wounded, the mohajon sits silently for
awhile. Then he says, “Ya’ll won’t leave me none of me honor! After you
chase ‘im off, the very next day I'll give that son-of-a-whore the boot
and put ‘im out in the street! And that Jummon’s Ma o’ mine, I'll marry
her off to Kamruddin.”

“Kamruddin? He’ll marry her?”

“If ya give ‘im cash, yur sayin’ he won’t? I'm building a road at Dolai
Khal. Aren’t I gonna be needin’ masons fur that?” The mohajon goes
on with so many complaints about Khijir! He has the gall to get up at
Victoria Park and slander the very same person who fed him growing
up! “Miah, ya understand, these are dark days. If they weren’t I could
take one toe o’ me foot and squash all them grubs and insects right
into the earth.”

Listening to the conversation between the uncle and nephew
Jummon’s Ma got quite frightened! That was the reason the mohajon
had sent Jummon today to Malibag to find Kamruddin?

Today in the evening Alauddin Miah had scolded Khijir a little. He
doesn’t like it when people give out his vehicles like that to just anyone.
In fact Khijir thought that he should have left the vehicle in the garage
himself. These are bad times, who knows when somebody will take a
vehicle and just disappear? If one baby taxi is lost just think how much
of the shayeb’s money will be wasted! Seeing the throng of students in

3 An ironic reference to the customary self-flagellation that is part of the Shiite
observance of Muharram, matam is the name for these practices.
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front of the university at Neelkhet he just lost his head. He was taking
a passenger from New Market to Kamlapur station, seeing the student
procession at Neelkhet he wanted right then and there to join their
throng. They were really going at it with the slogans at that point, the
procession was going in the direction of Fuller Road. Behind, the police
vehicles were standing in front of the girl’s hostel, in the street was the
police barbed wire barricade. After dropping the passenger at Kamlapur
he had just started heading back to the garage, in the area near the
garage Ronju, Korim, Hosen, they were hanging around--if he gives one of
them the baby taxi for 5 taka, in the afternoon he can pick up that money
from them and give it to the shayeb, that’ll work just fine. Is Alauddin
really going to investigate who drove the vehicle throughout the entire
day? But in front of the State Bank in Motijhil he sees Adom Ali standing
waiting for the bus. The poor guy’s cheeks have sunk in, more than half
of his prickly beard has turned grey. About a year back he too used to
drive one of Alauddin’s baby taxis, then he gave up the job and went
back to the village to work the fields. Somewhere in there, one day Khijir
saw him with a vegetable basket on his head calling out, “potatoes, potol,
green chilies, dried fish” as he walked along K.M. Das Lane. Today Khijir
called Adom Ali over in front of the State Bank, sat him down beside him
said, “You wanna drive?” The damn country bumpkin® was so grateful he
couldn’t hardly speak. Khijir got down near Gulistan and said, “Give me
five taka, the rest of the money you can give me tonight at eight, I'll wait
in front of the garage. And don'’t tell the shayeb!”

Adom Ali sits down in the driver’s seat and asks for the license. If
the police stop me it’ll cost me some coin!

“Screw the police! All them police is at the university now!”

Khijir is cursing out the police but he also doesn’t agree to hand
over to Adom Ali the license or registration, “What license? Go'n
now, git!”

Partway by bus but walking and running most of the way, Khijir
caught up to the procession in front of the shahid minar. He was able
to catch up to the procession because there was a meeting going on at
the shahid minar. Advancing with the procession he arrived at the south
gate of the medical college hospital, there he sees students throwing
stones at the police from inside the hospital. After climbing over the
railing Khijir too starts throwing bits of brick and stones. As soon as the
shooting starts, Khijir ducks inside the PG Hospital going through the
medical college. Not long ago there was a university here. Khijir used
to regularly bring two girls from the neighborhood here by rickshaw.
All the people are running in the opposite direction, and what do you
know, he is sprinting like a maniac towards the PG gate. At the gate are

4 This one I'm not sure about. My guess is that this is a phonetic spelling of a
dialect pronunciation of the word gramyo, which I've translated as “country
bumpkin”.
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three huge police lorries. Again he goes back and around the pond next
to Beltola and ends up standing at the end of the Roshid building. The
police and the EPR trucks now are going in the direction of Nazimuddin
Road. All around Khijir the fleeing throng press in upon him. “They’re
shooting, they’re shooting”, “He’s died”, “No, he didn’t die”, “There’s
bleeding”, “They took him to the hospital”--amidst all these sorts of
conversations people were running chaotically. The red car was coming
from the TB Clinic. This time they let loose with the tear gas. Stones and
bottles were raining down on the police from the roof of Dhaka Hall.
The police are retreating, they're entering the slum next to the rail line.
Reaching what was more or less a safe distance, the police and the EPR®
guys started indiscriminately beating people inside the slum. With the
combined force of the police and EPR brought to bear, the entire slum
became a chaotic spectacle. To demolish all these brick and hardboard
houses didn’t require the use of a bulldozer; the butt of a rifle is more
than enough. It was like a herd of elephants was tramping through the
slum. The houses were all dropping like dominoes. On top of that were
the rifle butts slamming down on the people’s backs, chests, backsides
and heads.

“Oh Allah, oh Ma”, “Baba, we're poor folk, don’t understan’ nothin’”,
“Baba, you're like a father to us!”--men, women, boys, girls all wailing
and pleading, the slum dwellers running to and fro, then again the
exploding of tear gas shells from over there. Khijir is running. At that
time his ears thirsted to hear the slogans. If you heard the slogans you
understood that the people were standing up against the police. He was
running with long strides along the rail line, that was when he saw
Jummon, Jummon was running in the opposite direction. Khijir stops for
a moment to call out to Jummon, immediately the butt of a rifle strikes
his neck. Again Khijir must run. The police are entering the houses and
breaking them apart, the sound of clay jugs and cooking pots being
smashed gradually gets louder. While this is going on, some people duck
their heads into their houses to remove their worthless jewelry and in
the process they get poked in their backsides and lower back by the butt
of the rifles. In the end Jummon was nowhere to be found.

After, after all that time he realized, wait, Jummon’s not on the bed.
Khijir asks, “Where’s Jummon at?”

“He’s not comin’.” Jummon’s Ma replies, “The mohajon barred his
daddy from sendin’ ‘em.”

“What?”

“He called the mistri an’ said, the boy’ll stay wit’ his daddy. I'll give
ya a place to stay.”

“How’s that?”

“The mohajon ain’t gonna let you stay here no more. Says, he stays
in me own house and thinks he’ll make o’ enemy o’ me! He’s right.

5 FEast Pakistan Rifles
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How’s the mohajon gonna stand fur that?”

In the evening today, right in front of Jummon and Jummon’s Ma, the
landlord was talking with Kamruddin, “Miah is livin’ wit" his missus and
the boy. I'mma give that ungrateful bastard th’ boot, I will! The work on
the road over top of Dolai canal is moving along, there’ll be no shortage
o’ work fur you!”

Kamruddin did not answer. Jummon’s Ma just then was washing
dishes next to the faucet at one corner of the paved courtyard and kept
looking in his direction over and over.

The landlord was enraged, “Ya saw his recklessness, idn’t it? In the
meetin’ he’s talkin’ bad ‘bout me, ya understand? Son of a whore. What
else he gonna be, yeah? Right, stay then in the Kandupatti red-district,
stay an’ be yur momma’s pimp then! Stay an’ be yur sister’s pimp too!
You'll take yur beatins from yur momma and yur sister’s customers and
pass yur days like that, that’d be good! Idn’t it? I'm giving him a place
to stay, I fed ‘em an’ raised ‘em, now the whore’s boy has gone’'n grown
hisself wings!” Listening to all this, Jummon’s Ma’s black hands streaked
with ash, straw in her grasp, continued to work but with tremendous
speed now.

“What’d you say?” Khijir asks his wife, “Ya didn’t say noothin’?”
Jummon’s Ma lies from time to time, but she doesn’t overstate things. But
did she have to repeat the landlord’s cursing about Khijir Ali so exactly!
Given the chance, the bitch gave herself a little satisfaction cursing him
out, no?

Khijir says, “What’d 1 say bad ‘bout the mohajon? Manu from the
neighborhood, that day wasn’t he gonna throw ‘em on the ground and
bash ‘em? Did 1 speak false? His own nephew, for God’s sake, is our
boss, we're there with Alauddin Miah hisself. His nephew isn’t doin’ the
meetin’s? He’s not doin’ the processions?”

“Who is you an’ who'’re ya judgin’? His own nephew? Shayeb Manu?
In a couple days it’s said the mohajon is gonna get him married to his
own daughter! All’s you are is a servant and yur fixin’ to have yur name
written next to his? Oh my my, this man o’ mine! Where’s the queen,
and where’s the gal gettin’ fucked!”

Khijir would like to give that bitch one good punch and split her
face right up nice. But Jummon’s Ma doesn’t give him the chance and
says, “The mohajon has shut right up seein’ all that marchin’ and noise
makin’; otherwise how long it be ‘fore he sent you packin’?”

“If he sent me packin’, I'd be fine to go! There’s a shortage of places
to go in Dhaka city, is there?”

“Is he gonna give me work to do? After kicking you out, if the
mohajon don’t marry me off to the mistri, is he gonna let me work?”

“Then ya won’t work there! If ya wanna work, what, there’s nowhere
else t” work?”
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“Oh, baba! Them right there is some men’s words alright! The
mohajon’ll give me boy a rickshaw, me a place to stay. We'll give that
all up and go stuff ourselves inside yur rib cage an’ stay, idn’t it? Even
that is noothin’ but a bag o’ bones! Ya think ya can keep me in a cage
o’ bones, huh? This un’s a bloody moron he is!”

While this was going on, Bozlu came home next door singing
a drunken tune at the top of his lungs. He entered, sat down and
immediately started puking his guts out. Right away Bozlu’s wife started
with the screaming, “Comes back home at night after drinkin’ all that
shit, now who’s gonna clean it up? Who washes all that?” Next, once
the sound of the vomiting stopped then came the sound of the beating.
With the first slap the woman yelled back, with the second, silence.
After that Bozlu threw her to the floor and rained kicks down on her.
When there was a pause in the stream of kicks Bozlu’s wife mumbles,
“After a beatin’ from the cops, this crook is feelin’ lively, huh?” In
answer Bozlu again starts kicking her. This girl is severely twisted:
between taking those kicks the pithy comments she was making were
more than enough to goad that drunk on. Over on this side, Jummon’s
Ma is mumbling, “Oh my! Five months pregnant she is! Oh my!” Then,
raising again the previous topic, she says in a tone that’s practically
pleading, “Hey, ya know what I mean, talk wit’ the mohajon, if ya say
it the right way t’ the mohajon...?”

But nothing she says goes in Khijir's ear. Bozlu is kicking his
pregnant wife. A steady stream of blood is coming out from Khijir’s
eyes and floods the floor of any one of the building’s stairwells; Bozlu’s
wife’s body lies submerged in that blood.
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Khijir leaps up and goes outside. It only takes him one kick to
knock the drunk to the ground. Sprawled out lying on the ground
Bozlu, choking on his words, swears at him, “Who’r you anyway? Ya
keep yur own the whole bloody day over at th’ mohajon’s like she’s
collateral, ‘n nighttime ya come back to take mine, idn’t it? If one day
I don’t throw ya down and break both yur legs, ya bastard, then I ain’t
me daddy’s son! Even the mohajon ordered it! Told me to one day take
the whore’s boy, finish ‘em right off, stuff ‘em in a sack, tie it up and
toss ‘em into a manhole! You wait!” Bozlu’s words, garbled perhaps,
were neverthless intelligible.

Jummon’s Ma had gone to sleep. Khijir went out into the street a
bit and stood. In the spaces between the moss and ivy-covered, brown
buildings two or three stories tall the moon was visible filling the sky.
All over the deserted street the garbage lay swaddled in moonlight.
There seemed a terrible void in Khijir's chest. Did the mohajon send
Bozlu after him? His body feels cold. He needs to go inside. Tomorrow is
the strike. The procession needs to be lead from here to the university.
Alauddin Miah, after scolding him about the baby taxi, said over and
over that Khijir was to bring the rickshaw wallahs and be in front of the
office first thing in the morning. The shayeb even told him what slogans
had been chosen. No! He needs to sleep now, tomorrow he needs to
wake at dawn.
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Interview

My interest in manuscripts is growing

Keith E. Cantt
Interview taken by Saymon Zakaria



Abstract

This interview features a reflective conversation between American
scholar Dr. Keith E. Canti and Bangladeshi researcher Dr. Saymon
Zakaria, focusing on Dr. Cantd’s journey into Bengali language, spiritual
traditions, and music culture in Bangladesh. Inspired by the films of
Satyajit Ray and Ritwik Ghatak, Dr. Cant began learning Bengali and
later deepened his engagement through a Fulbright Fellowship in Dhaka
in 2010, where he also encountered Baul-Fakir communities.

His research explores the intersections of Sufism, yoga, and esoteric
traditions in South Asia. His master’s thesis, based on the Bengali text
Yoga-Kalandar, examines how these diverse spiritual ideas connect
through shared concepts and practices. A central topic in the interview
is the book City of Mirrors: Songs of Lalon Sai, co-edited by Cantt and
Zakaria, and based on the fieldwork of Dr. Carol Salomon. This work
blends textual analysis, oral tradition, and lived experience, offering
new insights into Lalon’s songs—for instance, correcting common
interpretations through field-based evidence.

The interview also highlights how both Salomon and Canta
approached their research with deep respect for spiritual practitioners.
Cantl’s PhD research on Tamil Yogi Swami Sabhapati similarly explores
the blending of Theosophy and Yogic practice in South India.

Overall, the conversation offers important lessons for emerging
scholars, emphasizing the value of philological methods, the importance
of oral traditions, and the need for humility, openness, and sincerity in
spiritual and academic inquiry.
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Tribute
Tony K. Stewart, Eminent Scholar of
Pre-Modern Bengali Literature and Culture



Abstract

Professor Tony K. Stewart (February 16, 1954 - October 6, 2024) was a towering
figure in the study of pre-modern Bengali literature and culture-widely regarded
as the rightful successor to Edward C. Dimock, who first integrated classical
and modern Bengali literature into American academia. While many scholars
explored specific literary epochs or traditions, Stewart distinguished himself
by illuminating the syncretic spiritual and vernacular literary heritage of
Bengal, particularly the domains of folk religion, Sufism, and Vaishnavism. His
seminal works, including The Final Word : The Caitdnya Caritamrta and the Grammar
of Religious Tradition (Oxford, 2010) and Witness to Marvels : Sufism and Literary
Imagination (California, 2019), reflect a lifelong commitment to understanding
how sacred narratives and religious imagination shape Bengali texts. His editorial
stewardship of Dimock’s translation of the Chaitanya Charitamrita of Krsndasa
Kavirgja: A Translation and commentary and his own masterful translations—Needle
at the Bottom of the Sea : Classic Bengali Tales from the Sundarbans (2023), Fabulous
Females and Peerless Pirs : Tales of Mad A dventure in Old Bengal (2004), among
others—have rendered Bengali voices audible to the wider world.

Stewart’s devotion to Bangladesh extended far beyond scholarship. In 2006,
he established the Bengali Language Institute in Dhaka, launching a U.S. State
Department-funded CLS program that brought American students to immerse
themselves in the language and culture of Bangladesh. Many of these students later
pursued careers in academia or diplomacy, informed by their deep engagement
with Bengali society. Stewart believed that while Bangladesh may be small in
geography, it is vast in literary, cultural, and ecological wealth. His passing marks
the end of an era, but his legacy endures - in every text he translated, every
student he mentored, and every bridge he built between worlds.
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Notes On Contributors

Rebecca Manring is a Professor of Religious Studies at Indiana
University Bloomington, where she also holds a joint appointment
in the Dhar India Studies Program and serves as an adjunct
member of the Department of Comparative Literature. She is a
scholar of South Asian religions and literatures, with a particular
focus on Middle Bengali texts and the Bengali Vaishnava tradition.
She is currently preparing an annotated English translation of
Rupram Chakravarty’s 17th-century epic Dhbarmamangala for
Oxford University Press. This project, which sheds light on the
lives and beliefs of ordinary people in early modern eastern
India, is closely connected to her work with the annual Middle
Bengali Reading Retreats, which she helps organize and where
she regularly leads reading sessions on the Dharmamangala. Her
earlier research focuses on the Bengali Vaishnava community,
resulting in two major monographs: Reconstructing Tradition: Advaita
Acarya and Gandiya Vaisnavism at the Cusp of the Twentieth Century
(Columbia University Press, 2005) and The Fading Light of Advaita
Acarya (Oxford University Press, 2011), the latter featuring her
translations of key hagiographical texts. She also contributed
to the preservation of the Sukumar Sen manuscript collection,
producing a scholarly catalogue published in 2006. Manring’s
upcoming research explores sectarian Sanskrit grammars, such
as the one composed by Jiva Gosvami for Bengali Vaishnava
scholars. These grammars, modeled on Panini’s framework and
infused with sectarian themes, were tools for both instruction
and religious identity formation. She teaches courses in Sanskrit,
women in South Asian religious traditions, religion in South Asian
cinema, and Indian literatutres in translation.

Dong Youchen (1937), known for his Chinese translations of the
works of Rabindranath Tagore, is a recipient of various awards
from India and Bangladesh for his contribution in translating
Bengali literary works in Chinese and towards promotion of the
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academic study of Bengali in China. Prof. Dong was a Professor
at the Centre for Asia Studies, Beijing Foreign Studies University,
China; and the Vice Director of the Literature- History College of
the Party School of Central Committee CP of China. At present
he is holding the position of Professor Emeritus at the Party
School of Central Committee CP of China. He has authored the
Chinese biography of Rabindranath Tagore and has edited a six
volume Chinese translation of Rabindranath Tagore’s poems. He
is currently leading a 17 member team of translators engaged in
translating the complete works of Tagore in Chinese in 24 volumes.

Eva Lekareva is a PhD student of Institute of Oriental Manuscripts of
the Russian Academy of Sciences and an assistant at the Department
of Indian Philology, Faculty of Asian and African Studies, Saint-
Petersburg State University, Russia. Her academic interest lies in
the field of Bengali literature, especially the reflection of the Indian
liberation movement in Bengali literature, and some aspects of
Bengali language. Her PhD dissertation is dedicated to the philological
analysis of the poems comprising the anthology of the ancient
Bengali manuscript “Charyagiti” and its translation into Russian.

Lu Mengqi, Bengali name =ife, female, from Anhui, China, head of
Bengali Language Department, Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies. She has attended the 18th Asia University Presidents
Forum on behalf of the school and was named “Outstanding
Undergraduate Tutor of Guangdong University of Foreign
Studies” and “Outstanding Undergraduate Thesis Instructor of
Guangdong University of Foreign Studies”. She studied Bengali
at the Communication University of China with a bachelot’s
degree, and graduated with a master’s degree in foreign linguistics
and applied linguistics from CUC. She is also a reserve talent for
international journalism at the CUC. In 2018, as an intern reporter
at the Asia-Pacific Center of People’s Daily, she published more
than ten signed articles in People’s Daily and People’s Internet.
Many Chinese media reprinted her article.

Timothy Rice retired as professor of ethnomusicology at the UCLA
Herb Alpert School of Music. He was born in 1945 in the USA.
He is reputed for his special works on the traditional music of
the Balkans, especially from the Slavic-speaking nations of
Bulgaria and Macedonia. He has contributed a lot in the field
of ethnomusicology in diverse ways, such as, editing the journal
Ethnomusicology (1981 1984), acting as President of the Society
for Ethnomusicology (2003 2005), and serving on the Executive
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Board of the International Council for Traditional Music (2007-
2013). He is the author of May it Fil/ Your Soul: Experiencing Bulgarian
Music (Chicago, 1994) and Music in Bulgaria: Experiencing Music,
Expressing Culture (Oxford, 2004) as well as numerous articles in
major journals. In terms of research themes, he has written on
musical cognition, politics and music, meaning and music, mass
media, music teaching and learning, and theory and method in
ethnomusicology, including a book entitled Ethnomusicology: A
Very Short Introduction (Oxford, 2014). He was founding co-editor
of the ten-volume Garland Encyclopedia of World Music and co-
edited Volume 8, Europe.

Nurunnabi Shanto is a Bangladeshi short fiction writer, essayist,
and translator. He is passionately involved in the activities of
preservation of the Bangladesh’s Intangible Cultural Heritage. His
publications of short fiction include Gramey Procholito Golpo (2009),
Raasta (2011), Megher Oparey Akash (2014), Priyo Dusswopno (2016),
Morar Matha (2022), and Khidmatul Mont (2025). His collection
of selected newspaper essays has been published under the title
Prantokotha. Shanto is also the co-author of Food Consumption of
Baul Communities in Bangladesh—Towards the Goal of Zero Hunger. As
a translator, his works include Interpreting Folklore by Alan Dundes,
Call Me Brother by Kate Day, When Ganga Becomes Padda by Kazi
Khaleed Ashraf, and The Songs of Monomobhan Dutte. He voluntarily
serves as the honorary Executive Director of the Vabnagar
Foundation.

Akhteruzzaman Elias, (1943-1997) novelist, short story writer of
Bangladesh. Though not a voluminious writer, with only two
novels and twenty-two short stories to his credit, Akhteruzzaman
is considered as one of the foremost fiction writers of Bangladesh.
His two novels are Chilekothar Sepai (1987) and Khoyabnama (1996),
while his short stories have been anthologized in_Anyaghare Anyasuar
(1976), Khonyari (1982), Dudbbbate Utpar (1985), Dojakher Om
(1989). He also has a collection of 22 essays, Sangskrtir Bhanga
Setu (1997), published posthumously. Elias’ insight into the subtle
nuances of human nature, his use of physical and psychological
details, his keen sense of wit and humour, his sarcasm at hypoctisy,
his critical knowledge of history and politics and its objective,
aesthetic articulation in the novels and short stories have earned
for him an eminent stature in Bangla Literature. Among the
several awards Akhteruzzaman Elias received were Humayun
Kabir Smriti Puraskar (1977), Bangla Academy Sahitya Puraskar
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(1983), Alaol Sahitya Puraskar (1987), Ananda Puraskar (1990).
Sa’dat Ali Akhand Puraskar (1990), Kazi Mahbubullah Gold Medal
(1996), and Ekushey Sahitya Padak (1999, posthumous). Some
of his works have been translated into several foreign languages.
Chilekothar Sepai has been rendered into a film.

Matthew D. Rich, is a PhD candidate in Anthropology at the University
of Chicago. He is in the final stages of writing his dissertation
on language and national identity among the Khasi people of
Northeastern Bangladesh based on 3 years of fieldwork in Maulvi
Bazar, Sylhet. He is also at work translating Akhteruzzaman Elias’s
first novel, Rooftop Soldier, as well poetry from Binay Mazumdar’s
final volume The Hospital Poems. A translation of Elias’s short story
“Renkor”’, along with a substantial critical essay by Matthew on it,
are currently under review by the journal Modern Asian Studies.

Keith Edward Cantu is a historian of religions whose interdisciplinary
research especially focuses on South Asian yoga, tantra, and the
interface between Sanskrit and Indic vernacular languages like
Bengali, Tamil, and Hindi, and on modern occult movements in
Europe and North America such as Thelema and the Theosophical
Society. He is a Visiting Assistant Professor in Religious Studies
at St. Lawrence University in New York and also teaches on the
platform Yogic Studies. He was previously a research fellow at
Friedrich-Alexander-Universitit Erlangen-Nurnberg in the Center
for Advanced Studies in the Humanities and Social Sciences and
Assistant Professor (postdoc) at the Jagiellonian University in
Krakéw, Poland on the project “Cultures of Patronage: India
1674-1890.” He received his doctoral degree in religious studies in
2021 from the University of California, Santa Barbara, under the
supervision of David Gordon White, and two master’s degrees
from the University of Washington.Keith’s first monograph, Like
a Tree Universally Spread: Sri Sabhapati Swami and Sivargjayoga, was
published in 2023 by Oxford University Press (Oxford Studies in
Western Esotericism series), and he is actively engaged in reprinting
and translating several previously unknown or largely forgotten
Tamil and Hindi works of Sri Sabhapati Swami and of his gurus.
In addition to work on the swami, he is the author of numerous
chapters and articles as varied as an ethnography of tantric songs
and sadhana or “practice” in Bengali, Indological research on
south Indian mantra and yoga practices at tumuli and temples and
on the Sanskrit alchemical mythology of Srisailam, modern yoga
and discourses of Orientalism and cultural authenticity, Hatha
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yoga as “black magic” in Theosophy, and Islamic esotericism in
the songs of the Bauls and Fakirs of Bengal. Keith is currently
preparing a second monograph on the esoteric songs and music
of the Bauls of Bengal using methods from history of religions
and ethnomusicology. As a musician, Keith regularly sings and
performs the Baul songs of the nineteenth-century Bengali
humanist poet Lalon Fakir (Lalan Phakir, d. 1890) as well as
Syamasafigit or “music for the dark goddess” (Kali), which he
learned directly from sadhus and sadhikas during immersive stays
in Bangladesh and West Bengal, India over the past twelve years. He
also co-teaches a course on tantric meditation and its connection
with this music at the Esalen Institute near Big Sur, California.
English versions of many of Lalon’s songs as translated by the
late Carol Salomon can be found in City of Mirrors: Songs of Lalan
Sdi, published in 2017 with Oxford’s South Asia Research series,
which Keith co-edited together with Saymon Zakaria, Deputy
Director of the Department of Culture at the Bangla Academy
in Bangladesh.

Saymon Zakaria is a prominent playwright of Bangladesh. He
presented his plays at the University of Chicago, USA on 2012,
and the SAARC Literature festival at Agra, India. The University
of Chicago and Calcutta University received his plays for their
academic curriculum. Among his original writings the Liberation
War related play Shuru Kori Bhumir Naame |[In the name of our
land]” was published in 1997 from the young writers’ project
of Bangla Academy. Some of his plays were published in
distinguished literary journals of Bangladesh and West Bengal,
India. His dance-drama Hritn-Obbijan (The Journey of seasons)’
was staged. His plays .4 New Testament of Romeo and Juliet, Kobi (Poet),
Bidogdho Danar Projapoti (Metamorphosis), and Molua were staged as
a part of producing plays in the Honours and Masters exams of
the department of Theatre and Music of Dhaka University, the
department of Drama and Music of Rajshahi University, and the
the department of Theatre and Performance Studies of Jatiya Kabi
Kazi Nazrul Islam University. Besides, his plays Na Noyramoni,
Binodini, Shuru Kori Bhumir Naame, Molua, Proggaparomita, Kobi and Sitar
Agniporikkba were staged by Dhaka Theatre, Bodhon theatre
(Kushtia), Shabdabali Group Theatre (Barishal), Shamakal
Nattayachakra (Rajshahi), Ananda Nattaydal (Dhaka), Palakar
(Dhaka) and Shadhana (Dhaka). Several of his plays were recently
published in his Natksongroho 1 and 2™ Volume [compilations
of creative plays of Saymon Zakaria] Dhaka 2010). He is



internationally recognized for his ethnographic field-surveys that
relate to Intangible Cultural Heritage. A scholar of Bangladeshi
folklore, he wrote a doctoral dissertation titled “The Traditional
Theater in Bangladesh: Content and Mode of Language”. Besides
writing plays, he has conducted ethnographic field surveys related
to Intangible Cultural Heritage. He has delivered academic lectures
on language, literature, and culture to the University of Chicago,
the University of Pennsylvania, the University of California (Santa
Barbara), the University of Washington, the Tokyo University
of Foreign Studies, and the Sapientia-Hungarian University
of Transylvania. Additionally, he has attended and conducted
various workshops in Paraguay, France, Sri Lanka, Turkey, Kyrgyz
Republic, Nepal, Philippines and different regions of India. He is
currently Assistant Director of the Bangla Academy. His books
include Pronomobi Bongomata: Indigenons Cultural Forms of Bangladesh;
Prachin Banglar Buddho Natok [The Buddbist Theatre in Ancient Bengall;
Bangladesher Lokonatok: Bisoy o Angik-Boychittra [Folk-Theatre in
Bangladesh: 1V ariation of Content and Phenomenon]. He has co-edited,
with Keith Cantu, Carol Salomon’s City of Mirrors: Songs of Lalan
Sai (Oxford University Press, 2017). He received Bangla Academy
Literary Award 2019. He is Deputy Director of the Bangla
Academy in Dhaka, Bangladesh. Saymon Zakaria was born on 3%
December 1972 in Kushtia, Bangladesh.
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